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Cross-curricular – Language

1	 Answer the questions.

1	 Look at the pictures. What are the people doing? 

	 �

2	 What do you think teenspeak means? 

	 �

3	 If you had a job, do you think you would speak differently at 

work from when you are socialising?

	 �

2	 Read the article. Who might say the following? Match the  
opinions (a–d) with the people (1–4). 

1	 Jean Gross      	 3	 John Bald    
2	 Tony McEnery      	 4	 David Crystal    

a	 I don’t think academics understand the richness of teenagers’  
language. They communicate well when they want to.

b	 I am worried about the way teenagers speak so I am working  
to improve the vocabulary that they use.

c	 I have studied the language of teenagers extensively and  
found some words used only by them.

d	 I think teenagers choose to use a small vocabulary as a form  
of rebellion.

3	 Choose the correct answer according to the text.

1	 According to the first paragraph, experts believe that teenagers 
a	 learn too few words while they are growing up.
b	 usually use only part of the vocabulary that they know.
c	 can’t communicate because of constant use of electronic 

equipment.

2	 Jean Gross says that teenagers need to learn
a	 to chat online and text less often.
b	 to use richer language for texting and chatting.
c	 to change the language they use in different situations.

3	 David Crystal says that experts’ judgements about teenagers’ 
language are based on
a	 the wrong principles.
b	 evidence from too few teenagers. 
c	 out-of-date research.

4	 Read the opinions in 2 again. 

1	 Which do you agree with most? Why? 

	 �

	 �

	 �

2	 Explain why you disagree with the other opinions.

	 �

	 �

	 �
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