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6 Translation

Modals of deduction and possibility
1 Max can’t be a thief. I’ve known him for years.  
2 Tim wasn’t at school today. He could be ill.  
3 That girl might be a professional athlete. She looks very fit.  
4 He may enjoy playing sport. I’m not sure.  
5 The lights are off and the door is locked. They must be out.  
6 I can’t see clearly, but I think that might be Susan.  

The third conditional
1 If we’d arrived at the accident first, we’d have called the police.  
2 Would you have reported the crime if you’d had your phone with you?  
3 Lily would have lost all her money if they’d succeeded in the online fraud.  
4 If she had seen the pickpocket, he wouldn’t have stolen her purse.  
5 He would have gone to prison if the police had caught him.  
6 If you’d locked the door, the thieves wouldn’t have got into the house.  

Revision
When they returned home from their holiday, Anna and James found the front door of their house open. ‘It can’t 
be open,’ said Anna. ‘I know that I locked it when we left the house.’ ‘Are you sure?’ asked James. ‘If you had locked 
the door, it wouldn’t be open now. There aren’t any broken windows, so we can’t have been broken in to. Let’s 
look around the house and see if someone has been inside – we might find a clue.’ They walked through the 
house and out into the garden. And there they found the criminal – Anna’s father! He was working in the garden; 
he wanted it to be a surprise!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


